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ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/02
Reading and Writing

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates should take care to understand the full demands of the question
before attempting to answer.

In Question 5, candidates should avoid repetition of ideas.

General comments

Overall, performance on this paper was good. It was clear that many teachers had worked hard in preparing
their students for this examination and there was evidence of improvement in the standard of candidates’
answers compared to last year.

In their responses to Questions 3 and 4, a few candidates copied out large portions of the text, which were
not always selective enough to demonstrate sufficient comprehension. Candidates should be reminded that,
as far as possible, they should use their own words in response to Questions 3, 4 and 5.
There were some issues with vocabulary and grammar, in particular the use of demonstrative pronouns, the
agreement of adjectives and the use of the jussive case of the present tense. Encouraging candidates to
read widely can help them to enrich their vocabulary and consolidate points of grammar.

Candidates would also benefit from further practice in writing summaries.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Some candidates answered this question successfully.

Appropriate answers included the following:
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Question 2

This question was answered well by the majority of candidates, who re-wrote the five sentences in a
grammatically correct form.

Question 3

Many candidates answered this question well, using their own words effectively to express their
understanding of the reading passage.

Appropriate answers included the following:
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Section 2

Question 4

There were some very good responses to this question. Many candidates succeeded in selecting appropriate
ideas from the reading passage and incorporated them into their answers.

Appropriate answers included the following:
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Question 5
There were many good answers to this question.

In Question 5(a), the best candidates successfully selected relevant ideas from both reading passages and
presented them in a well-structured summary.

In Question 5(b), many candidates put forward interesting opinions about public holidays in their country.
For example:
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ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper 8680/03
Essay

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates need to ensure that they answer the specific question asked and
that they understand the focus of the question before beginning to write their answers.

Candidates need to ensure that they expand their answers.

General comments

This is an Essay paper in which candidates are required to compose one essay from a choice of five topics.
The essay is marked out of 40, with 16 marks for Content and 24 marks for Quality of Language.

Overall, the performance of candidates was satisfactory. Some candidates produced very good responses.

The best candidates produced fluent and coherent essays and focused on the precise requirement of the
question. They drew on their personal experiences to produce original essays.

Some responses lacked originality and depth in their essays, and were not always wholly relevant. In a few

cases there seemed to be excessive reliance on memorised material, which wasn’t always appropriate to the
question.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The best answers were generally very well written, comparing the role of the family in the past and its role
today. Many responses focused solely on the role of the family today and often included simple narration and
no comparison to the role of the family in the past.

Question 2

Responses to this question were generally adequate. Candidates needed to discuss how abiding by laws
and regulations can enhance civilisation and to give examples from different aspects of life, e.g. traffic laws,
building regulations, etc. Candidates could also have provided examples of what would happen to society if
certain rules and regulations were violated.

Question 3

Performance on this question was mixed. Many candidates wrote an essay on different types of sports but
forgot to write about how practising sports can help to improve self-confidence, which was the focus of this
topic. The best answers explained the importance of sport and how it can enhance self-confidence.

Question 4

There were some excellent answers to this question. The best candidates discussed various solutions to the
problem of unemployment. Some responses seemed to show excessive reliance on memorised material,
which wasn’t always relevant or appropriate to the question. Some candidates wrote about unemployment
but forgot to mention any solutions.
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Question 5

There were some very good responses to this question. Candidates discussed how development of
technology could lead to happiness and drew on their own experience to produce relevant examples to
illustrate their points, such as the use of the Internet to communicate with family members and friends
around the world. Some candidates needed to elaborate their answers and show their opinion as required by

the question.
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