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9778 Pre-U Mandarin Chinese: Minimum Core Vocabulary 

List of words deleted for 2017 & 2018 

奥地利 ào dì lì Austria 
八 bā eight 
爸爸 bà ba daddy 
北边/面 běi biān/miàn north side 
本地 běn dì local 
笔友 bǐ yǒu penfriend 
宾馆 bīn guǎn hotel 
饼干 bǐng gān biscuit 
不舒服 bù shū fú unwell, uncomfortable 
不准 bù zhǔn disallowed 
菜 cài food, vegetable,dish 
茶几 chá jī coffee table 
叉子 chā zī fork 
畅游 chàng yóu enjoy a sightseeing tour 
辞退 cí tuì dismiss, discharge 
打球 dǎ qiú play (ball games) 
打网球 dǎ wǎng qiú play tennis 
大象 dà xiàng elephant 
大衣 dàyī coat 
大夫 dài fu doctor 
钓鱼 diào yú go fishing 
东北  dōng běi northeast 
东北边/面 dōng běi biān/miàn northeast side 

东边/面 dōng biān / miàn east side 

东南 dōng nán southeast 

东南边 dōng nán biān southeast side 

短裤 duǎn kù shorts 

队长 duì zhǎng group/team leader 

多云 duō yún cloudy 

二 èr two 

方便面 fāng biàn miàn instand noodles 

服务员 fú wù yuán waiter/waitress 

服装店 fú zhuāng diàn clothes shop 
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干活儿 gàn huór 
work, work (usually do some manual 
work) 

搞 gǎo 
(colloquial) go in for, be engaged in (a 
profession, etc) 

公共汽车 gōng gòng qì chē bus 

过路人 guò lù rén passer-by 

汗衫 hàn shān sweatshirt 

猴子 hóu zi monkey 

壶 hú kettle, pot 

滑冰 huá bīng ice-skating 

滑雪 huá xuě ski 

换钱 huàn qián exchange money 

欢迎光临 huān yíng guāng lín welcome 

回国 huí guó go back to one's native country 

会考 huì kǎo 
exmination (for students from various 
schools in a national scale) 

极 jí extremely 

CD 机 jī CD player 

DVD 机 jī DVD player 

机关 jī guān department, organisation 

寄信 jì xìn post letter 

记住 jìzhù remember, learn by heart 

加入 jiā rù join 

加上 jiā shàng (v.) add;(prep.)plus 

家长会 jiā zhǎng huì parents evening (at school) 

讲话 jiǎng huà speech ,make a speech 

将要 jiāng yào be about to 

节 jié 
festival, holiday, selection (in a textbook, 
etc) 

借书 jiè shū borrow book 

景观 jǐng guān landscape 

九 jiǔ night 

看电视 kàn diàn shì watch TV 

看电影 kàn diàn yǐng watch a film 

看书 kàn shū read a book 
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课程表 kè chéng biǎo school timetable 

空儿 kòng'r spare time 

老百姓 lǎo bǎi xìng ordinary people, civilians  

李 lǐ Li (a surname) 

礼拜天/礼拜日 lǐ bài tiān/lǐ bài rì Sunday 

里边/面 lǐ biān/miàn inside 

两 liǎng two 

俩 liǎng two (a combination of 两 and 个) 

六 liù six 

刘 liú Liu (a surname) 

萝卜 luó bo carrot; turnip radish; turnip 

马路 mǎ lù road 

馒头 mán tóu steamed bun 

毛衣 máo yī jumper 

美元 měi yuán American dollar 

南边/面 nán biān/miàn south side 

年纪 nián jì age 

念书 niàn shū go to school, read 

派出所 pài chū suǒ local police station, police substation 

派对 pài duì party 

盘 pán plate 

瓶子 píng zi bottle 

七 qī seven 

其它 qí tā other, else 

钱包 qián bāo wallet, purse 

铅笔 qiān bǐ pencil 

前边/面 qián biān/miàn in front 

青菜 qīng cài vegetable 

请进 qǐng jìn please come in 

请问 qǐng wèn please may I ask… 

热狗 rè gǒu hotdog 

人家 rén jiā household 

三 sān three 
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沙子 shā zi sand 

十 shí ten 

师傅 shī fu 
master (who give instruction in trade, 
business or art) 

书架 shū jià book shelf 

四 sì four 

算了 suàn le forget it 

酸奶 suān nǎi yogurt 

糖果 táng guǒ sweets 

土豆 tǔ dòu potato 

外边/面 wài biān/miàn outside 

万 wàn ten thousand 

往返票 wǎng fǎn piào return ticket 

文凭 wén píng diploma 

五 wǔ five 

西北 xī biě northwest 

西北边/面 xī běi biān/miàn northwest side 

西边/面 xī biān/miàn west side 

西红柿 xī hóng shì tomato 

西南 xī nán southwest 

西南边/面 xī nán biān/miàn southwest side 

洗衣机 xǐ yī jī washing machine 

橡皮 xiàng pí rubber 

兄弟 xiōng dì brothers 

一 yī one 

一阵 yí zhèn for a while 

饮茶 yǐn chá drink tea 

音乐会 yīn yuè huì concert 

英文 yīng wén English 

英语 yīng yǔ English 

忧 yōu worry 

右边 yòu biān on the right 

有意思 yǒu yì si interesting 
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有用 yǒu yòng useful 

越来越 yuè lái yuè more and more 

运动场 yùn dòng chǎng sports field 

运动衣 yùn dòng yī track suit 

咱们 zán men 
we/us (including the speaker 
himself/herself) 

早晨 zǎo chén morning 

直 zhí (of something) straight 

中文 zhōng wén Chinese 

中药 zhōng yào traditional Chinese medicine 

中医 zhōng yī 
traditional Chinese medicine science, 
doctor of traditonal Chinese medicine 

主持人 zhǔ chí rén 
host/hostesss (of a radio/TV programme, 
etc) 

主任 zhǔ rèn 
director/head (of a university department, 
etc) 

猪肉 zhū ròu pork 

主席 zhǔ xí chairman 

嘴巴 zuǐ bā mouth 

左边 zuō biān on the left 

作家 zuò jiā writer 

    Total: 146  
 


